
Princess and the Pea
A fairy tale unit 

Objectives:
1. Experience a traditional tale.

2. Explore color, space, and line.

3. Count and add.

4. Practice patterning.

Activities:
1. Read and understand the story.

2. Create artwork using a variety of ideas about 

    color, pattern, and line.

3. Use manipulatives for counting and adding.

4. Follow directions to create a math art project.

This unit uses the story of the Princess and the Pea to explore patterning and concepts 
of design. Find hands-on activities and additional resources at www.MyFreshPlans.com

• Princess and the Pea Lesson Plans
• Measurement Activities
• Plants Lesson Plans
• Fairy Tale Classroom Themes

• Graphic Organizers
• Fairy Tale Heroes
• Vegetable Song
• Vegetable Worksheets



The Princess and the Pea

Once upon a time there was a prince who lived with the King and Queen in a palace. It was 

time for the prince to marry, but he could find no princess  he wanted to marry.  One rainy 

night, a beautiful girl came to the palace door, asking for shelter.  “I am a princess,” she said, 

 “even though right now I look wet and bedraggled.”  The queen 

asked the girl to stay. She piled 20 mattresses up onto a bed and put 

one tiny pea under the very first one. “If she is a true princess,” the 

queen said to the king, she will notice the pea under all those 

mattresses.”  The beautiful stranger talked with the prince, the king, 

and the queen all evening. She had very nice manners, and the 

prince thought she was wonderful. The next day, the queen said, 

“Did you sleep well?”  “No,” the girl said sadly. 

“I don’t know why, but all night I was tossing 

and turning, and today I have bruises 

everywhere!”  “You are a true princess!”said 

the queen. The prince and princess were 

married and lived happily ever after. 
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Help the queen make a bed for the princess. 
You will need a copy of the Mattresses page, art 
supplies, and one dried split pea.

1. Look at the patterns 
in the people’s clothes:

10. Cut out the princess below and put 
her on top of the stack of mattresses.

Practice more with patterns on the following pages
2. Color the Mattresses page with a pattern of stripes, dots, or any shapes you like.  
3. Cut your page into strips along the lines. 
4. Count your strips. Keep one for yourself and share the rest with your classmates.
5. Trade with your classmates till you have 20 different strips of paper.  
    These will be the mattresses for the princess’s bed.
6. Stack them up on a new sheet of paper. Count them. Do you have 20?
7. Move them around till you like the way they look.
8. Glue the mattresses in place. 
9.  Glue a pea under the mattresses.

The prince has a 
design on his sash. 

The queen has a 
stripe on her hat. 

The king has a pattern of 
diamonds on his tunic. 

Make the Princess’s Bed
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1. See the pattern below:

2. See the pattern below:

What comes next?
a. the prince
b. the queen
c. the king

What comes next?
a. the prince
b. the queen
c. the princess

Draw or cut and paste to make your own patterns 
with the prince, the princess, the king, and the queen.

Patterning

Name: _____________________________________________
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Cut out the prince, princess, queen, and king. 
Put them on your table and count them.  

1.  Count the people. How many are there?

2. Count the people with hats. How many are there?

3. Count the boys. How many are there?

4. Count the girls. How many are there?

5. Count the people in dresses. How many are there?

6. Count the eyes of all the people. How many are there?

7. Count the necklaces. How many are there?

8. Work with some friends. 

   Put all the queens on the table.  

   Count them.  

   How many are there?  __________

9. Mix all the people up. Now count all the queens. How many are there?  __________

10. Make patterns with all the people. 

Draw your favorite pattern here:

Count the queens in your favorite pattern. How many are there?_________

_______________

 ________

__________________

___________________

________

_____

______________

Practice Counting



www.MyFreshPlans.com

Manipulatives: cut out and use for counting and patterning
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The royal family will need new clothes for the 
wedding of the prince and the princess.

Here is the prince with his parents:

Who will you make new clothes for? Will you design armor for the princess’s father or a new dress 
for the prince’s mother? Think about the shapes and colors you want to use.

Draw your design here:

Here is the princess with her parents:

Dress the Royal Family
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The prince and the princess will need a castle to 
live in. Can you build a new castle for them?

Find some rectangles in this picture. 
Draw around them. 

Find some triangles in the picture. 
Draw around them. 

Find some 
trapezoids and 
draw around them.

Find some cylinders and 
count them.  How many 
do you see? _______

Use shapes to make your own castle.  
What colors will you use to color the castle?

Build a Castle
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Mattresses


